
First Annual Treaty Days Celebration 
Youth Essay/Drawing Contest 

Theme: “Greatness is Before Our Eyes” 
  
The Navajo Parks and Recreation Department-Special Events Section is 
sponsoring an Essay Contest to showcase the First Annual Treaty Days 
Celebration for all interested students throughout the Navajo Nation.   
 
The targeted goal of this contest is to promote the goal of the Special 
Events Section by encouraging our youth to learn about Dine’ history and 
the important significance of the Treaty of 1868.  Essay & Drawing Contest 
winners will be announced May 19, 2010. 
 
ELIGIBILITY:  
The Treaty Days Celebration Essay contest is open to all students from 
Middle School to High School. The subject of the essay/drawing must be 
related to the Treaty of 1868 or towards the Treaty Days Theme, “Greatness 
is Before Our Very Eyes” and must be the contestant's original work. (A 
contestant need not be of Dine’ heritage to enter the contest.) 
    
CATEGORIES: 
 Winners will be chosen in each of the following categories: 
 

o Middle School...6th thru 8th grade. 
o High School...9th thru 12th grade. 

 
TOPICS:  
Essay/Drawing topics may include any aspects of Dine Treaty of 1868 or Dine’ 
heritage including: 
 
           ●   Historical analysis of the Navajo Treaty of 1868 
           ●   “Greatness is Before Our Very Eyes” 
 
Essay requirements for each category are listed on the contest information 
and entry form. The contestant's name should be on the entry form only and 
should not appear on the essay (Double-space, Times Roman Font, minimum 
1,000 words.) 
DEADLINE:  May 17, 2010. 
       
JUDGING CRITERIA:  
Entries are judged solely on the quality of research and the writing style 
of the entry. All entries will be submitted to a panel of judges, who 
complete a scoring card for each entry. Scores will be tallied to determine 
contest winners. Criteria for judging include historical accuracy, clarity, 
and originality of thought, creativity, and style. 
       



CONTEST RULES  
*Contest is open to all students 
*Contest participant must be enrolled full-time in School during the time of 
entry 
*An official entry form must accompany the essay 
  
  
 AWARDS: 
 
Winners in each category will receive the following:  
 
Middle School: First Place: Trophy and $150.00; Second Place: Runner-Up 
Trophy and $100.00 
       
High School: First Place: Trophy and $150.00; Second Place: Runner-Up 
Trophy and $100.00  
       
As part of the Treaty Days Celebration; all contest participant’s consent 
that if selected as contest winners; winning essays or drawings may be 
published on promotional or marketing materials and/or electronically on 
the NPRD website.  All entries will become property of the Treaty Days 
Celebration upon written release by contestant(s).  
 



TREATY DAYS CELEBRATION ESSAY CONTEST – OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________ _____State: __________________ Zip Code: 

_______________ 

Phone: ___________________________________E-mail: 

__________________________________________________ 

Age: _________________________ Grade Level: _____________________________ 

School Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

School Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________ _____State: __________________ Zip Code: 

________________ 

School Phone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Sponsoring Teacher (if any – not required): _____________________________________ 

Tribe Affiliation: ___________________________ 

 

Certificate of Authorship 
I hereby certify that I am the sole author of the attached entry to the 2010 TREATY DAYS 

CELEBRATION ESSAY CONTEST( the “Essay”) and that in writing my Essay; I have not 

plagiarized or otherwise infringed upon the rights of any third parties. 

______________________________________________________ _______________________ 
(signature of student) (date) 
 
Submit two copies of your essay and this entry form by mail to: 
2010 Treaty Days Celebration  Essay Contest 
Navajo Parks and Recreation Department-Special Events Section 
P.O. Box 2370 
Window Rock, AZ  86515 
Direct all questions to: 
(928) 871-6647 
 


